CLASS PROFILE
The 2012 Entering Class is comprised of 360 students who were
selected from over 4,500 applicants. 317 students have chosen to enroll
in our full-time division, while 43 of you are enrolled in the part-time
division.
Your birthplaces span five continents and 26 countries. You speak
36 languages and dialects other than English -- ranging from Arabic to
Creole to Serbian. 39 of you speak at least three languages. You are
legal residents of 27 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and four
foreign countries. 45 of you hail from the borough of Brooklyn, the
“coolest place on the planet”! With a classwide average age of 24, the
youngest among you is 20 and the oldest is 50.
You graduated from 148 colleges and universities and pursued 51
different majors. Many of you pursued a broad liberal arts course of
study, while others were interested in narrower but rigorous fields such
as mathematics or the applied sciences. 26 of you earned master’s
degrees in areas ranging from taxation to international relations.
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Individually, your college and postgraduate scholarship included such
thought-provoking topics as:
• Human gene protein treatments for multiple sclerosis.
• The lasting effects of apartheid in South Africa and its association
with the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
• Life-threatening abortions in Brazil.
• Hungarian-Romanian ethnic relations in Transylvania.
• Human capital formation in Tajikistan.
• The roles of reconciliation and power in political theory…and
• The impact of aid on gender equality in Rwanda, Cameroon, Peru
and Nepal.
In forming your class, we considered many factors beyond test scores
and grade point averages. One important factor we evaluated was work
experience. Our constant goal is to attract students who have a wide
range of experience and opinion. 65% of the students in your class have
had one or more years of work experience before entering Brooklyn
Law.
Many of you worked in the private sector – in some cases,
entrepreneurs among you started their own companies. Others were
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employed in public service, whether for national, state or local
government agencies – or for public interest organizations. Some of you
worked in exciting jobs overseas. The common thread among all of you
is the ability to bring real world perspectives to the classroom. Here is a
brief sampling of the impressive positions you have held:
• A senior intelligence analyst in the U.S. Army who is now an equal
opportunity investigator for the federal Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.
• The social media manager for auction.com, the nation’s leading
home auctioneer.
• A realty specialist for the U.S. General Services Administration.
• A researcher for the United Nations Institute for Disarmament
Research in Geneva, Switzerland.
• An adjunct professor in multicultural studies at Hunter College, as
well as another who is a professor of English language instruction
at Inje University in South Korea.
• A domestic violence advocate at the Erie County Family Justice
Center in upstate New York.
• A global compliance analyst at Barclays Capital.
• A research associate for the Council of Hemispheric Affairs in
Washington, D.C.
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• The program manager for UN Women, responsible for monitoring
a 15-country initiative to increase accountability in financing for
gender equality.
• An Alaska smokejumper for the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management.
• A former pitcher in the Detroit Tigers professional baseball
organization.
• An audio editor for StoryCorps.org, a Peabody award-winning
national project broadcast weekly on National Public Radio.
• An Americans with Disabilities Act compliance director for the
Housing Authority of Los Angeles.
• The founding partner of fotosights.com, a Web site for traveling
photographers.
• An emergency management specialist at Peace Corps headquarters
in Washington.
• The media liaison for the Occupy Portland movement.
• A senior tax consultant for the international accounting firm,
Deloitte & Touche…and
• An economics reporter for the Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan’s most
widely read newspaper.
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Another attribute we considered in the admissions process, and an
important aspect of Brooklyn Law School’s culture, is public service.
Indeed, as you become members of the legal profession, you will be
obliged to provide legal assistance to those who – but for that help –
would not have access to justice and an improved life.
Happily, it appears that this ethos already comes naturally to your
class. A number of you have demonstrated that you already appreciate
the importance of giving back to the community, and you offer an
impressive record of personal commitment to filling gaps, righting
wrongs, enhancing possibilities and providing hope. And, as you know
from your remarkable efforts, when you give of yourself, it makes a
difference – and it feels good.
Here are several examples of what I am talking about. Within your
class are:
• A Peace Corps member who worked as a rural health and
sanitation volunteer in El Salvador.
• A grant writer for the Nuns’ Welfare Foundation of Nepal.
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• The founder of The Human Color, an anti-racism social venture
celebrating diversity through art, expression, and activism.
• A tsunami relief worker in Andaman and the Nicobar Islands in
India.
• The founder of a non-profit organization dedicated to bettering the
public park space in Brooklyn by protecting the wildlife in
Prospect Park.
• A fundraiser for Darfur genocide relief whose efforts were
recognized by Presidents Ford and Clinton.
• The organizer of the “Minnesota Freeze” – a ‘flash mob’ freeze
with over 500 participants – which raised funds for studentdirected charity groups…and
• The founder of a nonprofit organization aiding Nigerian children
living in poverty.
In sum, each of you is surrounded by a terrific group of classmates –
solidly credentialed, broadly experienced, deeply committed.
You should take the time to get to know your classmates well. Some
will become your closest friends, others, down the road, will be
professional colleagues and respected adversaries, and all of you started
here, tonight.
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