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Rachel Braunstein '03

Congratulations on your incredible leadership and many
accomplishments as the Director of the Sparer Program.
| am so %ratefu! for the_opportumt?r to reflect on your
mentorship during my time at the law school and since

graduation. As a student with a fairly clear idea that |
wanted to target my professional life toward women's
rights advocacy, | was so lucky to learn from you the
ways in which lawyering can advance feminist ideals and
causes. Thank you for your encouragement to think
deeply and radically about the law as a tool of social
justice reform, and for all of your support over the years.

With great affection,

Rachel Braunstein :
Director, Policy, Her Justice
rachelbraunstein@yahoo.com
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Laurie lzutsu '05

| was so honored to serve as an Edward V. Sparer Public Interest Law Fellow
in 2004. Through my internship at New York Legal Assistance Group, | was
able to win my first case at an HRA administrative hearing and ensure that
my client's Medicaid benefits were reinstated. | also gained many brilliant,
compassionate colleagues through the Sparer program that | might not have
ever had the good fortune to know. Being a Sparer Fellow made my
experience at BLS all the more enriching and your role as Director was
invaluable. Many, many heartfelt thanks for your important work.

Be well,

Laurie lzutsu

South Brooklyn Legal Services
laurieizutsu@hotmail.com

Seher Khawaja '09

Starting at Brooklyn law school in the Fall of 2006, | was privileged not only
to have your guidance as the head of the Sparer program but also as my
Civil Procedure professor. To this day, | carry with me the principle you
instilled that civil procedure, at its core, is about access to justice. Having
practiced law for more than ten years, | understand this now more than
ever. All this is to say, thank you for your leadership and guidance those
three years and your ongoing commitment to social justice. It has stuck with
me.The Sparer program brought me to BLS, and | have carried my
invaluable experiences as a Sparer Fellow with me ever since. As a Senior
Attorney working on economic justice at a national women's rights
organization, | can say that the training | received and the community we
built did me well. | am thankful to be living my commitment to equality and
human rights every day. It is hard to see you move on as the Director of the
Sparer program, but | am very grateful for the incredible program you have
helped build as it has given so many of us the opportunity and training to do
the work we do to advance social justice.

In gratitude,

Seher Khawaja '09
Senior Attorney

Legal Momentum
seher217@gmail.com
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Laurie Parise '04

It is hard for me to put into words how grateful | am to you for
your support during my time at Brooklyn Law School and my
life as a lawyer afterwards. | was so worried about what |
would face being an older or what we now call “non-
traditional” student, being accepted as a Sparer Fellow
changed everything. Under your leadership, | felt part of a
family, | knew | had found a home. Your guidance and belief in
what could be accomplished no matter one’s circumstances
gave me the courage to apply for fellowships and eventually
start Youth Represent. | will always hold in my heart how you
introduced me when | spoke on a panel at BLS. | only wish my
Mom had been there to hear it! | have no doubt that you are
going to do great and exciting things as you move into a new
stage in life. After all you were the one who taught me you are
never too old to dream new dreams. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart for all that you did for the students, the
Sparer Fellows and me too. Onward!

With much love and gratitude,

Laurie

Managing Director, The Animation Project
laparise24@gmail.com
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Fiona Oliphant '04

Thank you for all the support and
guidance you provided while |
attended BLS. | leveraged the
lessons learned from you as an
advocate, immigration attorney,
program manager and executive
director in the domestic/sexual
violence sector for almost two
decades. When | think of your
other former students, | can't
imagine the immeasurable impact
that you have had in the
movement to end violence against
survivors of domestic and sexual
violence. Words are insufficient to
express my gratitude.

Best of wishes,

Fiona Oliphant '04
Co-Founder and Principal
Healing Equity United
Sparer Fellow
fiona_oliphant@hotmail.com



























Jill Maxwell '07

As you pass the torch to a new leader,
congratulations on reaching this milestone in
the Edward V. Sparer program's legacy. When
| set out on my career as a lawyer about 15
years ago, the Sparer program was the
reason | chose Brooklyn Law School. | knew
that | wanted to pursue social change work
and be part of a community of similarly-
minded folks. Yet, | hadn't realized just how
integral being surrounded by aspiring public
interest lawyers and supportive faculty and
alumni, and having-even a little-financial
support, would be in staying focused on my
purpose. As a student, the Sparer community
regularly reminded me of career paths,
values, and visions that challenged dominant
narratives. As a practicing lawyer, the
network of Sparer fellows has regularly been
a source of support and familiarity bound by
our common visions, for our profession and
the world. Thank you for your enormous
contribution to my personal experience, and
the larger field, in creating a sustained and
sustainable community of lawyers who think
critically about what is and strive for a better
version of the world through our practice.
Wishing all the joys that come from looking
back on all you have accomplished through
this program and from looking forward to
having the space and time that is freed
because of this transition.

Warmly,

Jill Maxwell '07, Sparer '05

Deputy Counsel, John Jay College (CUNY)
202.744.0938

jil@jillmaxwell.com

Eric Eingold '15

| chose to go to Brooklyn Law School because
of its commitment to cultivating a community of
law students and lawyers dedicated to providing
legal support to oppressed communities. What
finally helped me settle on BLS was the Sparer
Fellowship. | remembered being in graduate
school and missing having a rooted community
of peers and mentors who could help me figure
out how to get trained to do the work | wanted
to do, and who to turn to for mentorship. |
found that at BLS through Sparer. | am so
grateful for Liz's work shepherding the
program. The Sparer Fellowship, under Liz's
leadership, blazed a path for generations of
public interest lawyers. Sparer provided so
much support to me during law school and | am
grateful that | made so many dear friends
through it. | am certain that |, and many of my
friends who are Sparer alums, would not be
where we are today without the Sparer
Fellowship.One last thing: Maybe my favorite
moment of law school was Liz opening my eyes
to Bill Kunstler's wellknown misogyny when we
were talking after an event one day. I'd just
finished reading his auto-biography and had
questions about Liz's time working with him at
CCR. It was such an "AHA!" moment for me to
realize | didn't have to emulate old men I'd read
about in books and that real leaders in the
social justice legal community were much
closer to home.

Thank you Liz,

Eric Eingold

Youth Represent
eeingold@gmail.com









Nancy Slahetka '97

It's impossible to exaggerate the importance of the
Sparer Program, and you, in my career in labor law.
My Sparer fellowship with SEIU the summer of 1996
was my first position in the field. The next year, you
connected me with labor lawyers working in New York,
with whom | still practice today. | often think back on
your many acts of kindness, your warmth, and your
commitment to advancing the careers of the Sparer
fellows. The Sparer Program was and is the heart of
the public interest community at Brooklyn Law, and
beyond. | am still close with several of my fellow
Sparer fellows. Thank you, Liz. | hope we are able to
express our gratitude in person sometime soon.

Best,

Nancy Slahetka

Senior Field Attorney, National Labor Relations Board
nancyslahetka@hotmail.com

Kardon A. Stolzman '07

Thank you so much for all that you have done to lead
and educate the public interest community at Brooklyn
Law School. | am personally grateful for the
opportunity that you helped me have as a Sparer and
as BLS a student. Although | did not to pursue public
interest law as my career, it still serves as the
backbone for my practice as a personal injury trial
lawyer - advocating for those who need it most to
deter unsafe corporate conduct. Brooklyn, New York
City and New York State all get a little bit better when
more Sparers bring what you taught to our practice
and the law.

With gratitude,

Kardon A. Stolzman '07
Cherny & Podolsky PLLC
kstolzman@gmail.com

Lambrini Nassis '02

As a Sparer Alum, | want to thank Prof. Liz
Schneider as Director of the Edward V. Sparer
Public Interest Law Program for her hard work
as Director of the Program. As a Sparer fellow
| was placed at the Hague Appeal for Peace in
NYC where | learned everything about the
International Criminal Court and witnessed the
work behind the states in ratifying its founding
treaty, the Rome Statute. It was such an
exciting time for such a historic event and was
thrilled that | could have a hand on experience
in these developments. | met many people
from around the world and had the opportunity
to witness the functions of the United Nations.
The opportunity | had at my placement at the
time due to the Sparer Program inspired me
to pursue a career in international law and
have done so to an extent. Having witnessed
major changes in history such as the creation
of the ICC, | am now able to relay my
experience to college students in Greece
where | presently practice law and teach legal
courses at an American College in
Thessaloniki, Greece. | wish Prof. Schneider all
the best and best of luck to Prof. Godsoe in
continuing Liz's legacy of the Program.

Warm regards,

Lambrini Nassis

Sparer Alum Attorney-at-Law New York and Thessaloniki
51 Mitropoleos Street, Thessaloniki, PC 54623 Greece
phone: +302310 551001 mobile: +30 6973757676
Inassis@nassislaw.com

















